





the front of the house and inside of the howse as Jonathon first saw it

There it would have remained, if not for
Jonathon Dahl, a fresh, out-of-college
entrepreneur and master woodworker,
who viewed the old house and saw beyond

the broken windows, sagging porch, and

stripped interior. But a few problems stood
[/anm[ (?f the house [()()tzy between him and his vision for the old home.
First and foremost was a wedding and a
fiancée, who had not yet seen the home he
had chosen for them. Most brides wouldn't

consider a run down old farmhouse the

best wedding gift, but Tori, his bride-to-be,
shared Jonathon’s vision. Together, they
worked out a plan with the owner of the
house which allowed them to live in the
old house, rent-free, while they began the

renovation of their future home.

Tori and Jonathon began to dig into the
home’s past and slowly restored the vitality
that the property once held. The three acre
parcel, which was once the Matzke dairy
farm, included the farmhouse, three barns,
and numerous outbuildings. It took four
months just to clean up the trees, limbs,
fences and junk, lots of junk, that had

accumulated over the years. Then began the

arduous work on the weathered farm house,
which was the job that Jonathon had been

trained for.

Jonathon, who spent his young years in
Oregon, found his love of woodworking at
an carly age coached by his grandfather. By
his preteen years he was making doghouses,
and tree forts by himself. When his family
moved to Cypress in 1988, he attended Cy-
Fair High School where his woodworking
interest was encouraged by the school’s
Industrial Technology Program. Jonathon
received numerous “Best in State” awards
for his custom designed furniture and by

graduation he received the Stanley “Golden
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everything tn the kitchen went, except the
original kitchen sink

Hammer” award for his achievements. Upon
graduating from Texas State University,
Jonathon knew that his life work would
revolve around one simple notion: design
and build exquisitely hand-crafted furniture
and cabinetry. It was this challenge that
became the driving force behind the rebirth

of this old farm house.

Nestled comfortably under sheltering pecan
trees and fenced in small white pickets,
this is a place that can only be described
as comfortable and rich in heritage. From
the cozy front porch swing, to the palette
of spring flowers, this renewed home is a

canvas of memories.

<

‘There was nothing in the kitchen except

the old farm sink,” Tori laughed. “We just

couldn’t toss it out, so Jonathon built the

whole kitchen around it.”” Custom white

cabinetry with traditional detail now gives

this kitchen a touch of timeless distinction.

From the worn barn bench, now used as
a dining room sideboard, to surplus doors,
doing double duty as a headboard and
artwork; the Dahl’s have taken what once
was discarded, and given them renewed
beauty and function. Adhering to the old
adage,“Waste not, want not,” the attic, once
a harbinger of dust and junk, is now a

cheerful playroom for their two children.

The sixty year old dairy barn, now has
become the woodworking studio for
Jonathon’s artistic craft. The stanchions
were removed and replaced with work
benches. The grain room was converted

into a showroom and the milk refrigeration
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an original door of the house and a bench found in one of the
barns used as unconveintional decorative pieces on the wall

the photographs on the walls are both

origenal photos found in the house and family

photos printed in black and white

room was transformed into an office. The
charm of the old building is ideal for

Jonathon’s creative mind.

It didn’t take the Dahl’s long to realize that
what began as free rental property, had
become their home. So two years into the
renovation, they purchased the old home
and three acres. For the most part, their
project is complete, but as with all houses,
there is always something else that they
would like to pursue. An old windmill needs
new blades and a new and larger workshop
for Jonathon is in the works. But they have
taken a unique opportunity—the chance
to preserve a piece of Cypress history—
and with hard work, determination, and
craftsmanship, have given a forgotten farm
house the love and care it deserved. While
home trends come and go, the Dahl’s
orchestrated design has created a refuge, a
place from our past that we can all identify

with. A place we call “home.”
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